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The right to be offensive

Snee the start of term student bodies and colege
authorities across the country have c ar';, ed dewn
on paltical activitie C

cdeemed to be 'offe

er-wing re

Jnding for political
s and leaflets must

college
gra' meetnQs cn race

LC,

avoke trouble, and

® A1 Golesm ths Colleg
advertising 2 Revalutiona
meetng caled 'How 10 be ant

after the student unior declared that they v

ae,

racial natred

@ At Birmingham University, The student unior has
up a pelice force te pairel student res
left-wing oaper sellers from the premise
that students snould not be ‘disturbec’

@ In Leeds University the student union has
sellers frem unon premises

rned paper

on the grounds that such
papers are ‘otensive’

5 1s that students
lvos and cannot be

The basic message in all these cz
are ll]CaLHl le of th nkirg for themse

nleres:s. Trey a

trusted o look after their cwn

are likely to ve

rs. The student
> therefare to take it upan
s from unwanied pelitical

creatures that the

weak, sensit

offenced by paitical newspap

unon o colege authorilies

cl STude

[ 2msaives [l_ﬁ DO

acvar N
I~ <he t such actons would have been seen
clitcal ce

autra ¢ apoostion, Today many students acceot

np—and created

the rreddlesome behaviour of tne student unicns and

colle

s as ~ecessary and egitimate.
Tre aulhorities have presented thei- a

ctions not

as curtaiiment of our freedoms, bul as protec
rights. 1 flects a oroader trend in saci
avee increasing!

sken it upen tremselves
"1 us trom she perils of the culsice warld,

atch an TV
er the oretext of protecting us from tec much

he covernment censers whal we can

deprawving sex and violence, It dictates where we car
assemble, march or meet on the grounds of protect -2
public order, It determines the behaviour of pare
the guise ot protecling the rights of children. The
a new culture of control where what w
is determined for us, Nowhere is this mare apparent 172+
in the colleges,
The responsibility for allowirg this to happen les

squarely with the left. In recent years left-wing grouos:
have ,uugh. te cefend our rights nat through figh=
10 extend aur freedoms, but througn looking to the
autharities to protect us, Anti-racists have caled for
greater policing and more repressive laws lo stop racist
attacks. Feminists have called far stricter legal contrals
cver the behaviour of men. Everyone has called “or
the censcrship of offensive language, the banning
cf offensive groups. The result has been to give
the autrorities the ability to control cur lives in
the guise of liberal concern for our rights,

Our response snould be to reject the idea tnas

cur rgris can be protected by curtailing our freedoms
_pl,bb’ the actions of the authorites for
ship, repression and olain

e reag, walce

We mrust

what th

medding i
We must make clear that we, and only we, sho.ld

decide what is suitable for us to read, wztch or hear

= not Iittle children, We do rot need anyane

re; cens

our n-..-nr.

e that we will pe maortally offended by a left-wing

paper or an offensive poster. We are quite capable of

making up our own minc¢s sbout how we wish to

lead our lives.
Finzlly. we must defend the right to he offe
When student unens or college aulhorities

lo pecple beirg "offensive’ whar they are mal
to s people being pro
The aut~orities would lice us all lo keep o

vocative, challenging anc di

ur heads

down. accepl tnings 25 They are ard swe
cur oroplems vnder tre caroet. But that is
not gocd ercugh for us,

»stion we snould ask is this. W

@t s more
st poster or the racial violenze |

cffensive: an anti-r:

al around us?
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Being ;-Her‘t‘.lv'e IS net
that are real problems in society =
ting ags
and | ghting lor the rig

cf dealing with shem. That means figh
ferms

| students to “de wnal they like,

the perils of political correctness

MARXISM conference

Ticxets £15 waged/£10 unwaged and ,tl)
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Camden Centre, Bdboromt Street, London W
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